
 
 
June 2021 
 
Pride Month. A time to celebrate those we love, to revere those who have fought, and continue 
to fight, for the rights of those we love, and to display to the world our dignity. Pride is a powerful 
thing. Pride says “Here I am. I matter. I belong. I am to be celebrated. I will not be ignored.” 
Pride recognizes how far we have come, and makes it very clear we will not be stopped in our 
progress.  
 
I was raised not to be prideful. And I still hold that as a truth...for me. But I, and those who 
taught me to not be prideful, have/had the luxury of choosing to hide our light. We are/were 
respected and accepted without needing to “prove” our worth. Until my sons Tristan and Kevin 
opened up the world of the LGBTQ community to me, I was ignorant of the privilege under 
which I lived. You can afford to hide your pride if nobody is trying to hold you back, or harm you. 
Today, as I continue my journey with my sons and my wonderful friends in the LGBTQ 
community, I say: Yell it from the top of the tallest thing you can find. Be very clear to all those 
who see and hear you that you are damn proud of who you are and you will not be shunted 
aside. Not again. Not ever.  
 
We live in a different world than the one just a year ago. Yes, we had a pandemic, sheltered in 
our homes, and feared for ourselves and those around us, not to mention the other 7 billion 
people at risk. But, I’m not talking about COVID. I’m talking about the undercurrent of hostility 
some in our society aim at our loved ones. Their venom is no longer encouraged by those who 
lead us. But, the removal of their mouthpiece from the halls of power, and social media, does 
not remove the threat and the ignorance behind that threat. It is a different world, but with many 
of the same problems for members of the LGBTQ community. If there is one thing the past six 
years have taught us, it is that things can change quickly and unexpectedly. And when they do, 
we can look back and see the clues we missed. Let’s not miss, or ignore, the clues again. The 
hatred spewed toward our loved ones has moved from the national stage to the state and local 
ones. Our trans children in particular are under attack over their medical needs and their ability 
to participate in school sports. The sports aspect is a legal issue. It will, hopefully, be fought and 
won in the courts. But, make no mistake, a law forbidding the medical treatment for a trans child 



or teen will cause deaths. Many, many deaths.That is not hyperbole. Young people will end their 
lives if they are unable to receive the medical care they need. That Is a provable, inarguable 
fact. And it is unacceptable.  
 
This month, we must stand up and yell to make our Pride clear. Then, we must stand up and 
scream to stop these ignorant, hateful monsters from hurting our children. Do whatever it takes. 
Protest, write letters, stand in the front yard of a politician, take a road trip to one of the states 
that has passed these laws and stop every person you see and ask what the hell is wrong with 
them. Those who will hurt those we love will stop at nothing. We must do the same.  
 
There are many organizations you can support and many protests and letter writing movements 
you can join...if you aren’t up for a road trip likely to end up in you being beat up or arrested...or 
both.Join in on the chorus screaming “No! You will not hurt my child. You will not hurt any other 
children. We will stop you!”  
 
We will win. It will take effort and tears. But we will win. The Constitution is on our side. The 
majority of society is on our side. God is on our side. We will win.  
 
Happy Pride Month! Hug a member of the LGBTQ community to show your love and support. 
(Ask first!) There is so much to be proud of. And we need to remember that foundation of pride 
to support us as we move forward.  
 
With Pride. 
 
Dave 
 
A couple of addendums: 
 

1) I apologize for not putting out a letter in May. I have a million excuses. But it boils down 
to I forgot until it was really too late to write it.  

2) While I encourage you to fight like hell to defend our loved ones, I am not encouraging 
you to storm any government buildings. We are better than that.  


